
Standing up for The Truth

Ephesians 6:10-18

What you and your ELCA congregation cando
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ÎBe GroundedÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ

ÎBe Focused and not distracted

ÎBe Diligent in the details

ÎBe Informed and share information

ÎBe Good Stewards of your resources

ÎBe Surrounded with support

ÎBe Ready for the attacks

ÎBe Loyal to God not human creations

ÎBe Faithful to Christ and His Calling

Ephesians 4:11-16
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ÎThe beginning ɀ1988
Í!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ɉ!,# ȰÔÈÅ .ÏÒ×ÅÇÉÁÎÓȱɊȟ 
,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ ɉ,#!ȟ ȰÔÈÅ 3×ÅÄÅÓȱɊ ÁÎÄ 
Association of Evangelical ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ɉ!%,# ȰÔÈÅ 
'ÅÒÍÁÎÓȱȟ Á ÓÐÉÎ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈȟ -ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉ 
Synod) all combine to form the ELCA
ÍStructure: ALC was flat and congregational in nature, LCA 

was more vertical in structure (Synods)

ÍGuiding Principles: ALC was more mercy driven, LCA was 
more justice driven

Í.ÁÍÅȡ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÁÎ Ȱ%ȱ ÔÏ ,#!

ÍProperty ownership: ALC kept theirs, LCA and AELC became 
like LCA

315 Nov 2009 ©Hosanna! Lutheran Church, St. Charles, IL



ÎȰ#ÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ #ÏÍÍÏÎ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎȱ ɀ1998

ÍELCA and Episcopal Church partnership to share clergy, 
Communion, ministry efforts

ÍEpiscopals, like Roman Catholics, believe in the power of the 
office of Bishop and that Bishops are more authoritative 
than the Word of God 

ÍRequired, in order to share clergy, that an Episcopal Bishop 
must lay hands upon ELCA clergy at ordination to pass on 
ÔÈÅ Ȱ(ÏÌÙ %ÐÉÓÃÏÐÁÔÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇȱ

ÍWord Alone formed by some in ELCA in response

ÍLutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 
formed by breakaway ELCA congregations in response
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ÎȰ*ÏÕÒÎÅÙ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ &ÁÉÔÈÆÕÌÌÙȱ ɀaround 2004

ÍELCA leadership efforts to encourage dialogue on 
sexuality issues begin in earnest

ÍSpecial committee created by ELCA

ÍLutheran Coalition for Reform (CORE) created in response

ÎChurchwide Assembly, Chicago ɀ2007

ÍAttempts at change fail to pass (barely) 

ÍChange efforts ratcheted up to new levels using social 
gospel justification
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